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Zamara & Yso’s Treasure HuntZamara & Yso’s Treasure Hunt

UniUni.lu.lu  
Belval CampusBelval Campus

Let’s check out the campus Let’s check out the campus 
map!map!

 1 1 Maison du Savoir Maison du Savoir

22 Food House Food House

2.12.1 Food Lab Food Lab

33 Luxembourg Learning Center Luxembourg Learning Center

44 Maison des Sciences Humaines Maison des Sciences Humaines

55 Maison du Nombre Maison du Nombre

66 Maison des Matériaux I Maison des Matériaux I

77 Maison des Matériaux II Maison des Matériaux II

88 Maison de la Biomédecine I Maison de la Biomédecine I

99 Maison de la Biomédecine II Maison de la Biomédecine II

1010 Maison de l’Innovation Maison de l’Innovation

 11 11 Halles d’Essais Ingénieurs Halles d’Essais Ingénieurs

1212 Maison des Arts et des  Maison des Arts et des 

 Etudiants Etudiants

1313 student accommodation  student accommodation 
 “Uni-Val I” “Uni-Val I”

1414 student accommodation  student accommodation 
 “Uni-Val II” “Uni-Val II”
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PLAY THE GAMEPLAY THE GAME
* Help us to find 7 creatures that are * Help us to find 7 creatures that are 

hiding on the campus.hiding on the campus.

* 5 characters on this map got lost * 5 characters on this map got lost 
in the stories of the LUX:plorations in the stories of the LUX:plorations 

comics. Help us to find them.comics. Help us to find them.

Let’s go!Let’s go!

Treasure Hunt at Campus BelvalTreasure Hunt at Campus Belval
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YsoYso (pronounced why-so?), Zamara’s faithful companion, is as adventurous as our dogs on Earth 
– but when he eats (Yso has decided to identify as male) something he shouldn’t, we see his inner 
workings! He can also change shape and turn to liquid when he wants! Cool, right? It would be, if he 
didn’t keep running off all the time and slipping through cracks – causing Zamara to chase him all 
around the University!

ZamaraZamara is a planetary exchange student (think Erasmus, but further away) from Liquaria. She 
is also the first Liquarian to leave the planet for an exchange! Earth is so different from her planet 
– she had never heard of such strange concepts as “war” and “gender” but she is slowly learning 
how humans work. Zamara learned that on Earth there are several gender identities like female, 
male, non-binary, trans, genderfluid and agender. Although Liquarians do not distinguish different 
genders, Zamara has decided to identify as female during her stay on planet Earth. She is bursting 
with curiosity to understand everything she possibly can about her human friends in Luxembourg. 
Sometimes she can even get into trouble, for example when chasing her best dog friend Yso.

Science meets art

Jessica BurtonJessica Burton

The third volume of LUX:plorations is a game changer! It still brings together Luxembourg researchers and artists to tell thrilling 
stories of science and adventure, but this time the individual stories also fit together as part of a wider narrative.

Delve into episodes in the life of our protagonist Najma – whose creation shows the great possibilities of collaboration. From 
choosing her name (which means “star” in Somalian and evokes the word for “astronomy” in Arabic), to designing her look, the 
team worked together to bring her to life. We hope you love her and the stories as much as we have enjoyed working on them. 
And don’t forget to play our campus map search game in this volume!

Mentor
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Why so Distracted? Why so Distracted? 

NAJMA, NAJMA, 
CONCENTRATE!CONCENTRATE!

This is the third time, Najma! This is the third time, Najma! 
Do you even have a topic for tomorrow’s Do you even have a topic for tomorrow’s 

presentation?presentation?

Uh, Uh, 
it’s about space. it’s about space. 
No, wait… rockets! No, wait… rockets! 

Or cats… Or cats… 
AGHH! I CAN’T AGHH! I CAN’T 

DECIDE.DECIDE.

Stop moving Stop moving 
your feet your feet 
so much! so much! 

It’s annoying!It’s annoying!

We don’t want We don’t want 
to play with you!to play with you!

Neil, Neil, 
why can’t why can’t 

I do anything I do anything 
right?right?

Why am I so Why am I so 
different from different from 
the other kids?the other kids?

But I don’t understand it either.But I don’t understand it either.

I can explain it I can explain it 
to you! to you! 

Let’s remember what Let’s remember what 
the doctor said...the doctor said...Don’t be sad! Don’t be sad! 

They just don’t They just don’t 
understand understand 

what’s going on what’s going on 
in your brain. in your brain. 

Yeah, you never Yeah, you never 
wait your turn!wait your turn!

I’m sorry! I’m sorry! 
I can’t help it!I can’t help it!

You’ve had You’ve had 
two weeks! two weeks! 

You better have You better have 
something something 
tomorrow!tomorrow!

Najma!Najma!

Hehe!Hehe!

Uh, Uh, 
what?what?

Pfff!Pfff!

Najma!Najma!

Najma!Najma!

Can I Can I 
join?join?

Oh... Oh... 
Okay.Okay.

RIIING!RIIING!
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ADHDADHD**  
is a multifactorial disorder. is a multifactorial disorder. 
Symptoms include trouble Symptoms include trouble 
concentrating, hyperactivity concentrating, hyperactivity 

and impulsivity. and impulsivity. 

One of the main explanations One of the main explanations 
is low levels of some is low levels of some 
neurotransmitters.neurotransmitters.

All these together can affect All these together can affect 
Behaviour (B) and Attention (A).Behaviour (B) and Attention (A).

Ughhh! Ughhh! 
There’s too much There’s too much 
going on... I can’t going on... I can’t 

concentrate!concentrate!

Stop Stop 
moving, moving, 
please!please!

Can’t… Can’t… 
stop…stop…

I bet there’s I bet there’s 
something something 

wrong wrong 
between the between the 

neurons!neurons!

There’s There’s 
nothing nothing 
here!here!

Let’s take Let’s take 
a look!a look!

What are What are 
they doing???they doing???

The senders The senders 
aren’t supposed to aren’t supposed to 

take back that many take back that many 
neurotransmitters...neurotransmitters...

We need more We need more 
neurotransmitters!neurotransmitters!

DopamineDopamine

SendersSenders

ReceiversReceivers

NoradrenalineNoradrenaline

We are chemical We are chemical 
messengers in your brain. messengers in your brain. 
We are responsible for We are responsible for 

maintaining concentration maintaining concentration 
and for regulating emotions and for regulating emotions 

and impulsivity.and impulsivity.

Some explanations relate Some explanations relate 
to the size of certain parts to the size of certain parts 

of the brain.of the brain.

Others put it down Others put it down 
to the modification to the modification 
of brain networks.of brain networks.

** Attention deficit hyperactivity disorderAttention deficit hyperactivity disorder
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We should ask We should ask 
the glial cells the glial cells 

for help.for help.

Uh... Uh... 
how can they how can they 

help us?help us?

Glial cells are there to keep your brain Glial cells are there to keep your brain 
healthy by maintaining balance.healthy by maintaining balance.

We feed your neurons, We feed your neurons, 
defend your brain, defend your brain, 

and control the amount and control the amount 
of neurotransmitters. of neurotransmitters. 

We patrol your brain We patrol your brain 
looking for pathogens looking for pathogens 
and we play a part in and we play a part in 

the development the development 
of brain cells.of brain cells.

One theory says that your astrocytes and One theory says that your astrocytes and 
microglia respond too aggressively when they receive microglia respond too aggressively when they receive 

stress signals. stress signals. 

Uh... wow!Uh... wow!
Oh, my stars! Oh, my stars! 
What’s wrong What’s wrong 
with them? with them? 

Which could affect Which could affect 
attention and behaviour!attention and behaviour! This, plus the lack This, plus the lack 

of neurotransmitters... of neurotransmitters... 
I can’t take it anymore. I can’t take it anymore. 
It’s too much for me... It’s too much for me... 

Come on! Come on! 
Let’s think about Let’s think about 
something else! something else! 

I’ll race you back!I’ll race you back!

This is what we know so far about ADHD. This is what we know so far about ADHD. 
The scientific community is working to help The scientific community is working to help 

not only adults, but also children like you, Najma!not only adults, but also children like you, Najma!

AstrocytesAstrocytes MicrogliaMicroglia
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Thank you, Thank you, 
I understand I understand 
it better now! it better now! 
But I wish But I wish 
the others the others 
would too...would too...

Well, Well, 
don’t you have don’t you have 
a presentation a presentation 

tomorrow?tomorrow?

This could be This could be 
your topic, and your your topic, and your 
classmates would classmates would 
also know what’s also know what’s 

going on! going on! 

Yes, it’s Yes, it’s 
perfect!perfect!

Ugh! I don’t know where Ugh! I don’t know where 
to start! Should I begin to start! Should I begin 
with painting, or maybe with painting, or maybe 

the explanation, or...the explanation, or...

… you’ve been so … you’ve been so 
hyper-focused that you haven’t hyper-focused that you haven’t 
heard your tummy rumbling heard your tummy rumbling 

for the past few hours! for the past few hours! 

Oh, really? Oh, really? 
Let’s get Let’s get 
a snack!a snack!

And that is what And that is what 
could happen could happen 

inside an ADHD inside an ADHD 
brain. brain. 

Wow!Wow! Me too, Me too, 
me too!me too!

I have some I have some 
questions!questions!

It’s ok! It’s ok! 
Just start Just start 

with whatever with whatever 
you want.you want.

A bit of this, A bit of this, 
some more of some more of 

that, then... that, then... 

This is so This is so 
much fun, much fun, 

I can’t stop!I can’t stop!

Finished! Finished! 

Well done! Well done! 
Although...Although...

 Later at home... Later at home...

 The next day… The next day…
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Quantastic JourneyQuantastic Journey

1010

What is this place? What is this place? 
How did I get here? How did I get here? 
Is that a flying cat? Is that a flying cat? 

 Neil,  Neil, 
is that is that 
you?you?

What happened? What happened? 
Where am I?Where am I?

Calm down, lady! Calm down, lady! 
I’m not just a cat. I’m not just a cat. 

I am...I am...

Upon its decay, the radioactive material activates Upon its decay, the radioactive material activates 
the poison. Because the box is locked, those onthe poison. Because the box is locked, those on

 the outside have no way of knowing if I am still the outside have no way of knowing if I am still
 alive or already dead. Until the box is opened,  alive or already dead. Until the box is opened, 

I am theoretically both dead AND alive.I am theoretically both dead AND alive.

I was a thought experiment. I was a thought experiment. 
Schrödinger thought about putting Schrödinger thought about putting 

me in a box with radioactive material me in a box with radioactive material 
and deadly poison.and deadly poison.

So... are you dead So... are you dead 
or alive?or alive?

How rude! Who How rude! Who 
knows? Things are knows? Things are 
uncertain here...uncertain here...

And what is this place? And what is this place? 
I need to go home! I need to go home! 

There’s an emergency...There’s an emergency...

If you wanna go home, I guess I can take you If you wanna go home, I guess I can take you 
to the superposition tram. We just need to go to the superposition tram. We just need to go 
down the quantisation ladder and climb the down the quantisation ladder and climb the 

uncertainty stairs. Easy peasy!uncertainty stairs. Easy peasy!

You are in a quantum You are in a quantum 
world inside any atom! world inside any atom! 
Welcome, welcome!Welcome, welcome!

Schrödinger’s CatSchrödinger’s Cat
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So, let’s go! So, let’s go! 
No time to lose!No time to lose!

Now we’ll go down Now we’ll go down 
the quantisation the quantisation 

ladder!ladder!

We can slide down We can slide down 
fireman style, right?fireman style, right?

No! It’s a quantum ladder. No! It’s a quantum ladder. 
It’s not continuous.  It’s not continuous.  

Are you tired? Are you tired? 
You should be! You’ll You should be! You’ll 
be very tired when be very tired when 

we reach the bottom we reach the bottom 
of the ladder.of the ladder.

But sliding down But sliding down 
is so much quicker!  is so much quicker!  

Yes, but the quantum world has Yes, but the quantum world has 
some strange rules. You can’t just some strange rules. You can’t just 

slide like in the normal world.slide like in the normal world.

This ladder corresponds to the energy This ladder corresponds to the energy 
levels of a particle such as an atom levels of a particle such as an atom 
or molecule, which is not continuous or molecule, which is not continuous 
but discrete. This particle can absorb but discrete. This particle can absorb 

or emit energy only in certain or emit energy only in certain 
amounts, called “quanta”.amounts, called “quanta”.

You can only jump from You can only jump from 
one level to another.one level to another.

You lose energy when you jump You lose energy when you jump 
down a step, and the bottom of down a step, and the bottom of 
the ladder corresponds to the the ladder corresponds to the 

lowest energy level. lowest energy level. 

And how will you And how will you 
get down?get down?

You’re going to carry me. You’re going to carry me. 

I’m WHAT? I’m WHAT? 

I told you, the rules are I told you, the rules are 
crazy here! This is the only crazy here! This is the only 

way you can get out. way you can get out. 

But we just came But we just came 
down!down!

I know you’re tired. Hopefully I know you’re tired. Hopefully 
these electrons can help you.these electrons can help you.

We’ll now go up the We’ll now go up the 
uncertainty stairs.uncertainty stairs.
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These electrons want to go up, These electrons want to go up, 
but to reach a higher step, they but to reach a higher step, they 
need to have a certain amount need to have a certain amount 

of energy. Electron energy of energy. Electron energy 
fluctuates in short intervals – fluctuates in short intervals – 
the energy-time uncertainty the energy-time uncertainty 
principle. This means that principle. This means that 

electrons can jump, but without electrons can jump, but without 
a photon, they won’t get very far a photon, they won’t get very far 

and will bounce back.and will bounce back.

Electrons get this energy from photons. Electrons get this energy from photons. 
Photons are nothing but light. Each photon has Photons are nothing but light. Each photon has 

a certain amount of energy. Violet-coloured a certain amount of energy. Violet-coloured 
photons have the highest energy. photons have the highest energy. 

The electron can jump many The electron can jump many 
steps if the photon hitting steps if the photon hitting 

it has a lot of energy. it has a lot of energy. 
When a photon hits the electron, When a photon hits the electron, 

that energy is absorbed and the electron that energy is absorbed and the electron 
can jump much further.can jump much further.

So which electron So which electron 
will take me up?will take me up?

There’s no way of knowing! There’s no way of knowing! 
Catch an electron! When Catch an electron! When 
will a photon come along? will a photon come along? 
Who knows! Will it hit? Who knows! Will it hit? 

Who knows?Who knows?

It’s so uncertain... It’s so uncertain... 
I’ll take this one and I’ll take this one and 
hope for the best. hope for the best. 
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I feel so lucky I feel so lucky 
to have got the right to have got the right 

electron up.electron up.

So I just need to get on So I just need to get on 
and it will take me back to and it will take me back to 

reality?reality?

This is the superposition tram This is the superposition tram 
platform.platform.

Exactly! In the quantum world, Exactly! In the quantum world, 
it is possible to exist in different it is possible to exist in different 
states at the same time. This is states at the same time. This is 
called the superposition principle.called the superposition principle.

I guess it’s time I guess it’s time 
for me to go back, then. for me to go back, then. 
Thank you for guiding Thank you for guiding 

me here.me here.

Yes… it’s been a nice Yes… it’s been a nice 
adventure, lady! adventure, lady! 

Have a nice trip home!Have a nice trip home!

EXITING QUANTUM WORLD

That was fun!That was fun!
And now... we’re finally here! And now... we’re finally here! 

The superposition tram The superposition tram 
is everywhere at the same is everywhere at the same 
time. It will take you home time. It will take you home 

instantly.instantly.

Quantum Station  #
Quantum Station  #

AA
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Watt’s Up? The Smart Grid ChroniclesWatt’s Up? The Smart Grid Chronicles

Beep
beep

Oh? They are having trouble in Oh? They are having trouble in 
space. But why does this message space. But why does this message 

end up HERE? Ah, nevermind. end up HERE? Ah, nevermind. 
I will have to answer this. Quickly.I will have to answer this. Quickly.

Oh no, Oh no, 
not again!not again!

Hello?Hello?

What’s What’s 
going on?going on?

Oh, hi. I’m Leo, Oh, hi. I’m Leo, 
the technician. the technician. 

Nice to meet you.Nice to meet you.

We are currently experiencing We are currently experiencing 
a power shortage. This usually a power shortage. This usually 

happens when the electricity load is happens when the electricity load is 
too high due to a spike in demand.too high due to a spike in demand.

Oh, I see... but Oh, I see... but 
couldn’t we have couldn’t we have 

avoided it?avoided it?

Actually...Actually...
Yes, Yes, 

you’re you’re 
right!  right!  

That That 
was quick!was quick!

Artificial intelligence, AI, Artificial intelligence, AI, 
can help us predict it. It’s can help us predict it. It’s 
a wonderful tool. I have a a wonderful tool. I have a 

model, right here!model, right here!
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When we use When we use 
electricity, it is electricity, it is 
registered by a registered by a 
smart meter.smart meter.

 The smart meter  The smart meter 
then communicates then communicates 

the consumption data the consumption data 
to the grid manager.to the grid manager.

The tricky part is The tricky part is 
to predict on the to predict on the 
neighbourhood neighbourhood 

scale.scale.

Ok, let’s set it up! Ok, let’s set it up! 
I feed it with the input I feed it with the input 
data, and I then get data, and I then get 
the forecasts on the the forecasts on the 

other side.other side.

Of course, electricity consumption depends on Of course, electricity consumption depends on 
many external factors. Such as the weather, public many external factors. Such as the weather, public 

events, or even traffic jams...events, or even traffic jams...

By looking at thousands of pieces of historical By looking at thousands of pieces of historical 
consumption data, the AI learns to recognise consumption data, the AI learns to recognise 
how the electricity is consumed over time and how the electricity is consumed over time and 
is therefore able to forecast the future demand is therefore able to forecast the future demand 

for every neighbourhood.for every neighbourhood.

Oh, hello world! This 
data is interesting. Let 
me train it a little bit 

to see if I can get some 
forecasts out of it...



1717

Wait a minute... aren’t Wait a minute... aren’t 
we then spying on we then spying on 
consumers’ data?!consumers’ data?!

Before data reaches the AI, it is pre-processed and anonymised. Before data reaches the AI, it is pre-processed and anonymised. 
Sensitive information such as identification numbers and location Sensitive information such as identification numbers and location 

is removed. Only the consumption data remains.is removed. Only the consumption data remains.

Don’t worry! Don’t worry! Hey!Hey!

We even add noise to it, We even add noise to it, 
so that we can’t trace so that we can’t trace 

it back to users based on it back to users based on 
their behaviour.their behaviour.

So, because the data is So, because the data is 
anonymous, it’s impossible to anonymous, it’s impossible to 
identify specific consumers.identify specific consumers.

Ok, I understand. Ok, I understand. 
So this AI doesn’t So this AI doesn’t 

know who I am, then.know who I am, then.

But does that mean But does that mean 
the AI now controls the AI now controls 

the power grid?the power grid?

No, don’t worry. Here, the AI only No, don’t worry. Here, the AI only 
acts as a monitoring tool to avoid acts as a monitoring tool to avoid 

potential damages.potential damages. The AI monitors The AI monitors 
everything, but WE make everything, but WE make 
the decisions. It has no the decisions. It has no 
“power” over the grid.“power” over the grid.
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Time passes.Time passes. Oh, it’s Oh, it’s 
predicting predicting 
something!something! Oh no…Oh no…

My goodness! My goodness! 
According to the AI, According to the AI, 
another big spike is another big spike is 

coming.coming.

I have no idea where I have no idea where 
this massive consumption this massive consumption 

is coming from...is coming from...
Yso, Yso, 

you need to you need to 
see this!see this!

Y… Yso?Y… Yso?

Haha, looks like we found Haha, looks like we found 
the problem! Why have you the problem! Why have you 
turned everything on, Yso?turned everything on, Yso?

These AIs use a lot of These AIs use a lot of 
energy, that’s for sure. energy, that’s for sure. 
Let’s turn them off.Let’s turn them off.

Alright, we have Alright, we have 
taken some taken some 

strain off the strain off the 
power grid.power grid.

Now that the energy Now that the energy 
problems seem to be problems seem to be 

resolved, let’s finally send resolved, let’s finally send 
that signal!that signal!

It says it’s because of a It says it’s because of a 
football match, combined football match, combined 
with abnormal electricity with abnormal electricity 

consumption in our consumption in our 
neighbourhood. neighbourhood. 

Training completed! 
Let’s forecast the 

future!
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Antoine “Tunn“ Grimée completed a master’s in narration at the École 
de Recherche Graphique in Brussels in 2017. After his studies, he started 
working in comics and illustration. Apart from publications like De Coyote am 
Schofspelz and D’Geheimnis vum verschwonnene Sall, Tunn produces various 
illustrations for the Luxembourg cultural scene, and regularly publishes one-
page comic strips devoted to historical characters in Warte-Perspectives.

ANTOINE GRIMÉEANTOINE GRIMÉE

Antoine

In a world where energy demand is soaring and environmental 
concerns are paramount, merging artificial intelligence (AI) with 
the power grid will be immensely important. AI could bring an 
unprecedented level of adaptability to the energy distribution 
system by optimising efficiency, predicting demand patterns and 
facilitating the effective management of renewable resources. 
While integrating AI into the power grid offers many benefits, it 
also raises concerns about the substantial energy consumption of 
AI systems. With this comic, we want to increase awareness of the 
benefits and limitations of AI in our daily lives and highlight some 
basic principles of this revolutionary technology using the example 
of energy consumption and distribution. 

Daniela HauDaniela Hau’s research within the Faculty of Humanities, Education 
and Social Sciences (FHSE) focuses on factors that influence the 
acceptance of AI by teachers in educational settings. 

Teachers play a key role in deciding whether “new technologies” 
will be used in the classroom. Understanding how they see and 
accept AI is therefore an important basis for future educational 
research and policymaking.

Fabien BernierFabien Bernier is a second-year doctoral student at the 
Interdisciplinary Centre for Security, Reliability and Trust (SnT, 
University of Luxembourg) and part of the SerVal team. The 
passionate computer science engineer from Nancy (France) 
completed his studies in 2021. He has a keen interest in both AI 
and art.

Watt’s Up? The Smart Grid ChroniclesWatt’s Up? The Smart Grid Chronicles

   Daniela Fabien
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Snejana is a multidisciplinary visual artist, illustrator and graphic designer 
based in Luxembourg.
Curious and versatile, she switches between digital work, painting on canvas 
and illustration. She finds inspiration in the content and idea of the project. 
That’s why her style can vary between different techniques and approaches.

SNEJANA GRANATKINASNEJANA GRANATKINA

Snejana

Nadine Scholtes (born 1992) is an illustrator and comic book artist based 
in Luxembourg. She has been drawing her whole life. At the age of 16, she 
started studying art at Lycée des Arts et Métiers, and several years later 
obtained a bachelor’s degree in Communication Design from Hochschule 
Trier.
She became an official freelance illustrator in 2019 and has since taken on 
all kinds of assignments. One of these is a comic book called Northstars Yule 
Be Sorry. She has also created her own comic book series called Cool Uncle.

NADINE SCHOLTESNADINE SCHOLTES

Nadine

Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) affects 5.3% 
to 5.9% of children and adolescents worldwide. Children are 
particularly affected in the school environment, where they are 
expected to be attentive and control their behaviour. With this 
comic, we hope to teach people more about what ADHD is.

Angélica MendesAngélica Mendes is investigating children’s approach-avoidance 
motivation and executive functions at the Department of Beha-
vioral and Cognitive Science of the Faculty of Humanities, Edu-
cation and Social Sciences (FHSE).

Félicia JeannelleFélicia Jeannelle is investigating at the Laboratoire National de 
Santé (LNS) the signatures and the responses of astrocytes to 
noradrenaline using primary cell culture. The aim is to understand 
the changes to the noradrenergic system and its impact on as-
trocytes in Alzheimer’s brain.

Why so Distracted?  Why so Distracted?  

   Angélica Félicia



How does an atom or a molecule behave? Do you know how crazy 
the rules are that govern nanoscale particles like electrons? The 
exciting answer to this question is provided by quantum physics 
and is fundamental to materials research. This comic tells the story 
of a journey through an imaginary landscape while exploring some 
of the basic ideas of quantum physics.

Byjesh Nalini RadhakrishnanByjesh Nalini Radhakrishnan is a researcher at the Department of 
Physics and Materials Science at the University of Luxembourg. His 
research focuses on theoretical condensed-matter physics, particu-
larly quantum many-body systems.

Flaviene Scheidt de CristoFlaviene Scheidt de Cristo is a doctoral candidate at the SnT at 
the University of Luxembourg. Her research focuses on improving 
message dissemination in unstructured peer-to-peer networks.
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Quantastic JourneyQuantastic Journey

Byjesh
  Flaviene

Jeff Hemmer (born 1982) is a freelance comic artist and illustrator from 
Wormeldange, who currently lives and works in Bremen. He loves cats and 
particularly enjoys working at the intersection between comics and education. 
When he isn’t busy drawing, he is also a passionate workshop trainer.

JEFF HEMMER  JEFF HEMMER  

We are avid fans of all forms of science fiction literature, and 
the idea of “flying a crewed rocket to Mars” and “establishing 
a settlement on Mars” was relevant for both of our research 
topics in terms of the long duration of such a journey and the 
potential to develop a new civilisation on Mars with its own cultural 
characteristics such as fashion and religion.

As a member of the EU-funded project ChronoPilot, Sahar NiknamSahar Niknam 
is investigating time perception modulation in mediated reality at 
the VR/AR Lab (Department of Computer Science) at the Univer-
sity of Luxembourg’s Faculty of Science, Technology and Medicine 
(FSTM).

Alexis VandeweerdAlexis Vandeweerd is a research assistant at the Luxembourg 
School of Religion & Society and a doctoral candidate at the Ins-
titut d’Études Romanes, Médias et Arts (IRMA) at the University 
of Luxembourg. He is currently working on the iconology of Martin 
Margiela’s fashion through a visual lens, in search of a concept of 
profane mysticism.

Through Mind and SpaceThrough Mind and Space

   Sahar Alexis

  Jeff



Céline LecarpentierCéline Lecarpentier is the project manager for the third volume of LUX:plorations. She studied translation to be-
come a literature translator, but then discovered project management and studied literature project coordination. 
She is interested in all kinds of science and loves learning new subjects and languages.

Ever since he was a kid, Andy GenenAndy Genen (born in 1979) has always loved all kinds of comics. After finishing his studies 
at the Institut St-Luc in Brussels, where he actually studied "creating comics", he started working as a freelance 
illustrator / comic book artist and has since illustrated numerous very varied projects. His best known comic work 
includes De leschte Ritter trilogy, which he created with Lucien Czuga, and several collaborations with John Rech 
(Dream Catcher and Alex & Tun). De Roude Puma and his latest series Tow & Tank are among his solo works.

THANK YOUTHANK YOU to everyone else involved in the production of the science comics, especially the academic supervisors who made 
sure the comics are scientifically correct, namely Jean Botev (Uni.lu), Alberto Fabio Ambrosio (LSRS), David Bouvier (LNS), Thomas Schmidt 
(Uni.lu) and Matthieu Jimenez (Uni.lu). Furthermore, we would like to thank Aliénor Gandanger, Chantal Englert, Sabine Schmitz, Berta Rato 
and the Luxembourg Learning Centre (LLC) for the support.

Valérie Minelli Valérie Minelli is a comics creator from Luxembourg, living in Germany. She writes and draws the international 
web comic Mrs.Frollein to induce love and happiness. She studied art and communication design in Saarbrücken, 
focusing on comics. Since 2021, she has been teaching ”Comics and Graphic Novels“ at the evening school of 
the University of Fine Arts Saar, in hope to get people of all ages to draw comics. Whenever she isn‘t producing 
comics, Valérie likes to draw illustrations for children‘s books or fangirls her current favorite band.

Jessica BurtonJessica Burton gained her PhD at the Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and Digital History (C2DH), working 
on the relationship between European comic transfers in the 1960s within the Popkult60 project. She previously 
worked as a comic editor for Titan Comics, on titles such as Doctor Who, before embarking on her PhD. She is a 
mentor for LUX:plorations and teaches classes on comics history at the University.

Oliver GlasslOliver Glassl is an educational management professional with long-term experience in academic teaching and 
curriculum development. His education includes degrees in speech and language therapy and business adminis-
tration. His research in the field of neurorehabilitation has resulted in various publications. Currently working as 
a project manager at the Faculty of Science, Technology and Medicine at the University of Luxembourg, he is 
member of the DESCOM team.

Veronika Mischitz (Véro)Veronika Mischitz (Véro) is a former biologist, turned visual storyteller. For over a decade, she has been creating 
(science) comics for various clients as well as teaching the magic of her craft to kids and adults. Driven by 
curiosity and a sense of wonder, she loves to explore unknown territory, learn new things along the way and turn 
them into compelling stories. She is a mentor for LUX:plorations.

Serge HaanSerge Haan is a professor of biological chemistry in the Department of Life Sciences and Medicine (DLSM) 
at the University of Luxembourg. His research focusses on molecular disease mechanisms associated with the 
development and metastasis of colon cancer: how do cancer cells develop resistance to treatment and how do 
they interact with their microenvironment? His strong interest in communicating science to the public led him 
to found the DESCOM project.

Bruno TeheuxBruno Teheux is assistant professor in the Department of Mathematics (DMATH) at the University of Luxem-
bourg. He also likes to organise activities that allow as many people as possible to experience the multiple aspects 
of mathematical research and to become aware of the incredible modernity of this discipline. Where there is 
no fun, there is no math!
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